MARK PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Mark Parish Council was held in the Church Hall, Vicarage Road, Mark on Tuesday, 2nd September 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Councillors D. Kehoe (Chairman), Mrs A. Bennett, D. Champion, G. Francis, J. Iddles and C. Taylor.

Apology for absence received from Councillors W. Human and Mrs J. Weekes.

23. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman declared a personal interest in matters relating to Mark Village Hall and the Charman and Councillor Francis declared interests in matters relating to Neighbourhood Watch.

24. Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st July 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

25. Reports of the Somerset Councillors
Neither Member was present.

26. Finance

a) Balance of Accounts
It was reported that the balance of accounts at 1st August were as follows - Current £21,983.62, Reserve £31,490.73.

b) Authorisation for Payment
      It was agreed that the following payments be approved
001020 Parish Clerk                              payroll & sundry payment reimbursement   £1,756.29
001021 GWB Services                          grass cutting & maintenance                         £2,652.60
001022 Chris Taylor                              community noticeboard                                   £250.00
001023 O. Puddy                                  gatepost & fence                                               £281.00
001024 Parish on-line                          .gov.uk website & e-mails                                 £342.00  
001025 Mark Neighbourhood Watch    grant                                                                 £100.00                                       

c) Bank Reconciliation
A bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2025 was checked with the original bank statement and signed by the Members who did not sign cheques as part of the Council’s financial controls.

19. Planning Portfolio
The following new planning applications were considered
023 – Change of use of land to residential and erection of two single storey dwellings to replace permitted barn conversion, Yardwall Road – Messrs Parker – recommend permission;
024 – Erection of three self-build dwellings, south of The Causeway – C. Fear & Miss C. Meredith – recommend refusal.
It was also agreed to confirm recommendations of permission made since the last Meeting in respect of 019 (Garage, Hart House), 020 (Extension, Church View), 021 (Tree work, Sedgemoor Manor School) and 022 (Extensions, Anglers Rest).

20. Public Areas Portfolio

a) Highway Matters
It was agreed to report a need to refresh road markings at the side of the carriageway in the vicinity of the Packhorse Inn. It was noted that work to repair the damaged railings at the Church Street junction had been delayed due to their listed status. A drain at Kingsway still needed to be cleared. Somerset Council had agreed to replace the missing village nameplate at The Causeway but it was agreed to see if it could be fitted on the south side of the carriageway to avoid future damage from hedge cutting. 
b) Play Area
Councillor Taylor reported upon repair work which he had been undertaking. It was agreed to book the 2025 annual inspection for October.
c) Public Rights of Way 
There were no new issues relating to the public rights of way.
d) Village Hall 
The Chairman gave an update on anti-social behaviour by youths.
e) Somerset Bus Partnership
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon the work of the Partnership including planned improvements to services following receipt of government finance. 
f) Noticeboards
Chris Taylor had completed the refurbishment of one of the former noticeboards for use as a general parish noticeboard at Jubilee Green. Some minor issues relating to the noticeboards were outlined.
g) Environment Agency
The Environment Agency were no longer able to maintain the river due to a lack of funding. The local Drainage Board had cleared a section of the river to the north of the village as a gesture of goodwill.
h) 
Legacy
The solicitors were registering the land in the name of the Parish Council.
i) Cemetery
Mr Puddy had completed the work to replace a gate post at the cemetery.

21. Parish Website
Parish-on-Line had completed initial work on providing a new modern web-site for the Parish Council and Members were now able to set up .gov.uk e-mail addresses for use for Parish Council matters.

22. Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next Meeting be held on 4th November 2025 starting at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.



Chairman







