MARK PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Mark Parish Council was held in the Church Hall, Vicarage Road, Mark on Tuesday, 4th November 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Councillors D. Kehoe (Chairman), Mrs A. Bennett, D. Champion, G. Francis, W. Human, C. Taylor and Mrs J. Weekes with Somerset Councillor H. Munt.

Apology for absence received from Councillor J. Iddles.

23. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman and Councillor Mrs Weekes declared personal interests in matters relating to Mark Village Hall and the Chairman and Councillor Francis declared interests in matters relating to Neighbourhood Watch.

24. Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd September 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

25. Reports of the Somerset Councillors
Somerset Councillor Munt reported upon planning issues, social housing, affordable homes, recycling issues, support for vulnerable people and cost of living support. It was agreed to report outstanding planning enforcement issues again to gain case numbers.

26. Finance

a) Balance of Accounts
It was reported that the balance of accounts at 1st October were as follows - Current £18,423.85, Reserve £38,098.53.

b) Authorisation for Payment
      It was agreed that the following payments be approved
001026 Parish Clerk                              payroll & sundry payment reimbursement       £932.83
001027 GWB Services                          grass cutting & maintenance                         £2,085.60

c) Bank Reconciliation
A bank reconciliation as at 30th September 2025 was checked with the original bank statements and signed by the Members who did not sign cheques as part of the Council’s financial controls.

d) Budget for 2026/27
Members gave preliminary consideration to the budget for 2026/27. The budget would be finalised at the next Meeting.

27. Planning Portfolio
There were no new planning applications to consider. It was agreed to confirm recommendations of permission made since the last Meeting in respect of 025 (Agricultural building, Rookery Farm Creamery), 026 (Agricultural buildings, The Causeway), 027 (Agricultural building, Southwick Road), 028 (Extensions, Ponderosa, The Causeway) and 029 (Re-pollard tree, The Uplands.

28. Public Areas Portfolio

a) Highway Matters
It was agreed to report an issue with the road surface along the Causeway. It was noted that work to repair the damaged railings at the Church Street junction had been delayed due to their listed status. Clearance of a drain at Kingsway was delayed due to a blocked watercourse on private land. Somerset Council would be refurbishing road markings and signs along the length of the B3139 during 2026 but it had been established that the unrestricted section to the east of the parish did not meet the criteria for a speed limit. 
b) Fly-tipping
It was agreed to report items left in the garage area of the Northwick Road council houses.
c) Public Rights of Way 
There were no new issues relating to the public rights of way.
d) Play Area
It was noted that the 2025 annual inspection report was still awaited.
e) Village Hall 
The Chairman reported that instances of anti-social behaviour by youths had greatly reduced. Councillor Mrs Weekes reported upon forthcoming events at the hall.
f) Somerset Bus Partnership
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon the work of the Partnership including efforts being made to encourage greater bus use. 
g) Legacy
It was noted that the Land Registry was delaying the completion of the transfer of ownership of the land into the name of the Parish Council.
h) Mark Village Show
Members of the Show Committee gave a report on the success of the 2025 Show and outlined plans for next year’s event. The Parish Council would be requested to sponsor the event by meeting the cost of the hire of the Church Hall which was likely to be approximately £190.
i) Mark Church Hall
It was reported that a Sub-Committee had been formed to investigate possible improvements to the Church Hall. It was agreed that Councillor Mrs Bennett represent the Parish Council on this Sub-Committee.

29. Parish Website
Information on the Parish Council’s new web-site was currently being up-dated where necessary. Members were reminded to set up .gov.uk e-mail addresses for use for Parish Council matters.

30. Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next Meeting be held on 16th December 2025 starting at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.



Chairman








