MARK PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Mark Parish Council was held in the Church Hall, Vicarage Road, Mark on Tuesday, 16th December 2025 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Councillors D. Kehoe (Chairman), Mrs A. Bennett, D. Champion, J. Iddles and C. Taylor.

Apology for absence received from Councillors G. Francis, W. Human and Mrs J. Weekes.

31. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman declared a personal interest in matters relating to Mark Village Hall and Neighbourhood Watch/Speed Watch.

32. Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th November 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

33. Reports of the Somerset Councillors
Neither Member was present.

34. Finance

a) Balance of Accounts
It was reported that the balance of accounts at 30th November were as follows - Current £15,088.42, Reserve £38,159.15.

b) Authorisation for Payment
      It was agreed that the following payments be approved
001028 Parish Clerk                              payroll & sundry payment reimbursement       £544.27
001029 MCA                                         grant                                                               £1,540.00

c)  Budget for 2026/27
Members gave further consideration to the estimates for 2026/27. It was agreed that the Estimates be approved and the precept for 2026/27 be set at £18,500.

35. Planning Portfolio
The following planning application was to considered – 015 (revised plans) Demolition of agricultural buildings and erection of new building for use as a milking parlour complex, Rookery Farm, Northwick Road, Mark – CS & JM Petheram – recommend permission.

36. Public Areas Portfolio

a) Highway Matters
It was agreed to clarify the locations of specified road defects to enable them to be reported to Somerset Council. Clearance of a drain at Kingsway was delayed due to a blocked watercourse on private land.  
b) Fly-tipping
There were no new fly-tipping deposits to report.
c) Public Rights of Way 
There were no new issues relating to the public rights of way.
d) Play Area
The 2025 annual inspection report identified an issue with the see-saw. Possible repair work was to be investigated.
e) Village Hall 
The Chairman reported upon the recent AGM. A project to renew the village hall roof was being investigated and a programme of fund raising was likely to commence in the new year.
f) Somerset Bus Partnership
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon issues relating to the £3 single bus fare. 
g) Legacy
It was noted that the Land Registry was delaying the completion of the transfer of ownership of the land into the name of the Parish Council. Information would be sought on any restrictions imposed in the will of the donor.
h) Mark Church Hall
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon recent meetings of the Church Hall Sub-Committee.

37. Parish Website
Information on the Parish Council’s new web-site was currently being up-dated where necessary. 

38. Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next Meeting be held on 3rd March 2026 starting at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 7.40 p.m.



Chairman









