MARK PARISH COUNCIL

The 2026 Annual Meeting of Mark Parish Council was held in the Church Hall, Vicarage Road, Mark on Tuesday, 5th May 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Councillors Mrs A. Bennett, D. Champion, G. Francis, W. Human, J. Iddles and Mrs J. Weekes with the Clerk.

Apology for absence received from Councillors D. Kehoe and C. Taylor and Somerset Councillor H. Munt.

1. Election of Chairman and Vice- Chairman

It was unanimously agreed that Councillor D. Kehoe be elected Chairman for 2026/27 with Councillor G. Francis as Vice-Chairman.

2. Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs Weekes declared a personal interests in matters relating to Mark Village Hall and Councillor Mrs Bennett declared an interest in the Church Hall.

3. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd March 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Review of Insurance Cover

The Council reviewed their insurance cover and deemed that no changes in cover were necessary.

5. 2025/26 Financial Statement

The financial statement for 2025/26 was formally approved.

6. Annual Governance Statement

The Council agreed the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 as required by the External Auditors.

7. 2025/26 Accounting Statement

The 2025/26 Accounting Statement required by the External Auditors was formally approved.

8. Finance

a) Balance of Accounts

It was reported that the balance of accounts at 31st March were as follows - Current £11,598.76, Reserve £38,279.15.

b) Authorisation for Payment
      It was agreed that the following payments be approved
001032 Parish Clerk                              payroll & sundry payment reimbursement    £1,375.00
001033 GWB Services                          grass cutting & maintenance                         £2,160.00
001034 Zurich Municipal                      premium                                                           £693.90
DD       Greenslade Taylor Hunt            management fees for 2026/27                          £259.20

10. Planning Portfolio

The following application was considered – 005 Outline application for the erection of 2 self-build dwellings to the south of the Causeway – C. Fear & Miss C. Meredith - recommend refusal.

11. Public Areas Portfolio

a) Highway Matters
It was agreed to report road defects at Yardwall Road. It was noted that the highway drains at Kingsway were now clear. It was agreed to request Gary Bickers to instal a French drain at Jubilee Green to reduce flooding of the path during periods of wet weather. It was also agreed to install further bollards at Jubilee Green to prevent parking on grassed areas. Gary Bickers would also be requested to trim a hedge at Grange Paddock. Consideration would be given to the need to clean certain highway signs.

b) Play Area
In the absence of Councillor Taylor, no issues were raised.
 
c) Public Rights of Way 
It was agreed to request Somerset Council’s Footpath Officer to inspect some trees overhanging the Bridleway in the vicinity of Dutch Road.

d)Legacy
It was noted that the income had been paid into the Council’s bank account less the management fees. The position regarding the agricultural drainage rates would be clarified.

e) Village Hall 
No issues were raised in respect of the village hall.

f) Church Hall 
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported that a surveyor had visited the building and had advised that a chimney and a nearby tree should be removed. The mustard seed had been removed and the village show wished to place a marquee on the site.

g) Somerset Bus Partnership
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon the work of the Partnership. The Partnership had recently received an award. 
 
h) Noticeboards
It was agreed to request Chris Taylor to treat the woodwork on the noticeboards. It was also agreed to ensure that the village hall representatives secure the bolts when closing the noticeboard doors.

i) Memorial Bench
It was agreed to grant permission for a memorial bench to be sited at the northern end of Jubilee Green. The bench to be of similar design and material to the existing benches on Jubilee Green with a plinth to be installed underneath.

j) SIDs
It was noted that the SID at the western end of The Causeway had been stolen on 3rd May. It had been reported to the police and a crime number obtained. An insurance claim would be made. Reimbursement of the cost of a metal frame would also need to be made.

12. Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next Meeting be held on 7th July 2026 starting at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.



Chairman



