MARK PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Mark Parish Council was held in the Church Hall, Vicarage Road, Mark on Tuesday, 7th July 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:- Councillors D. Kehoe (Chairman), Mrs A. Bennett, D. Champion, G. Francis, C. Taylor and Mrs J. Weekes with Somerset Councillor H. Munt and the Clerk.

Apology for absence received from Councillors W, Human and J. Iddles and Somerset Councillor M. Martin.

13. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman and Councillor Mrs Weekes declared a personal interests in matters relating to Mark Village Hall, Councillor Mrs Bennett declared an interest in the Church Hall and Councillor Taylor declared an interest in the Village Show.

14. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th May 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

15. Report of the Somerset Councillors

Somerset Councillor Munt reported upon government funds to improve flood resilience, SEND issues, a bid for funds to improve the A38, the reopening of Bridgwater Library and the spending and Local Plan consultations.

16. Finance

a) Balance of Accounts

It was reported that the balance of accounts at 31st May were as follows - Current £19,810.66, Reserve £40,669.29.

b) Authorisation for Payment
It was agreed that the following payments be approved
001035 Parish Clerk                              payroll & sundry payment reimbursement    £1,346.80
001036 GWB Services                          grass cutting & maintenance                         £1,837.20

17. Planning Portfolio

It was agreed to confirm recommendations of permission made since the last Meeting in respect of the following applications – 004 Replacement workshop, Pear Tree Farm, Mark Causeway; 006 Extension, Church View, Church Street and 009 Extension, Tawyn, Southwick Road.

18. Public Areas Portfolio

a) Highway Matters
There were no new road defects to report. It was agreed to report fly-tipping at River Road. It was noted that Somerset Councillor Martin had assisted in clearing a highway drain at Kingsway. Roots blocking a pipe would be removed by County Highways. Councillor Iddles would meet Gary Bickers on site to discuss the installation of a French drain at Jubilee Green to reduce flooding of the path during periods of wet weather. It was also agreed to install further bollards at Jubilee Green to prevent parking on grassed areas. Gary Bickers would also be requested to trim the top of a hedge at Grange Paddock. Consideration would also be given to arrangements for certain highway signs to be cleaned.
  
b) Play Area
Councillor Taylor reported that repairs to the see-saw were still awaited. GB Sport & Leisure had replaced a damaged swing seat.
 
c) Public Rights of Way 
It was reported that Somerset Council’s Footpath Officer had arranged for several footpaths to be cleared.

d)Land to the South of the Causeway
It was noted that the agricultural drainage rates had been paid for 2026/27.

e) Village Hall 
It was reported that the Village Hall Committee were investigating fund raising events.

f) Church Hall 
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported that a surveyor had visited the building and had advised that a chimney and a nearby tree should be removed. A Meeting of the Committee would take place at the conclusion of this Meeting.

g) Somerset Bus Partnership
Councillor Mrs Bennett reported upon the work of the Partnership.  
 
h) Noticeboards
It was agreed to request Chris Taylor to give an estimate for appropriate treatment of the woodwork on the noticeboards.
 
i) Memorial Bench
It was noted that a memorial bench to be sited at the northern end of Jubilee Green was now on order. 

j) SIDs
It was noted that the SID at the western end of The Causeway had been stolen on 3rd May. An insurance claim had been made and a payment of £2,489.99 would be received. It was agreed that a replacement SID be purchased from Elan City.

k) Village Show
After discussion, it was agreed to decline a request from the Village Show Committee for a grant towards the cost of hall hire in view of the level of funds currently held by the Committee.

19. Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next Meeting be held on 1st September 2026 starting at 7.00 p.m.

The Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.



Chairman




